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Call for Papers «Studi sartriani» 2026
EXISTENTIALISM

AND CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL THEORIES

The Notebooks for an Ethics bears witness, more than other texts, to 
Sartre’s intention to rethink and ground an existentialist ethics. Here, the 
confrontation with Kantian thought confirms Sartre’s position: existen-
tialism cannot be a perspective on the human being in situation if it does 
not imply a moral stance with regard to action. From that moment on, 
ethical reflection never abandons Sartre’s works. One need only think of 
Les Racines de l’éthique and of Morale et Histoire, where Sartre resumes his 
ethical questioning through the lens of Marxist dialectics, up to his last 
interview, L’espoir maintenant. Nor can we, of course, forget the psycho-
biographies of Genet and Flaubert, as well as the Critique of Dialectical 
Reason, texts in which Sartre, while not explicitly addressing questions 
directly connected to ethical inquiry, nonetheless disseminates his research 
with moral questions that enable us to think what is to be done so that 
freedom may be expressed. This last element characterizes Jean-Paul 
Sartre’s existentialist ethical perspective: the ethics of freedom is a practice, 
or it is nothing but alienation. Within this horizon are also situated, albeit 
in different tones, the reflections of Simone de Beauvoir, Albert Camus, 
and Maurice Merleau-Ponty. 

On this basis, the monographic section of the next issue of «Studi 
sartriani» aims to situate existentialist ethical reflection in the twenty-first 
century and to explore the possible relations between existentialism and 
contemporary ethical theories. If, on the one hand, there is undoubtedly 
a dialogue, if not a continuity, between applied ethics and existentialist 
ethics, on the other the possible relations between the latter and normative 
ethics are certainly more complex. 

In this respect, a field still largely to be explored concerns the theo-
retical and historical relationship between the project of an existentialist 
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ethics and the fundamental approaches of contemporary ethics, such as 
deontological morality (centered on the notion of duty and on the intrin-
sic rightness of action), consequentialism (according to which the value 
of an action is measured on the basis of its practical consequences), or 
virtue ethics which, by offering an original interpretation of axiological 
reflection of Aristotelian origin, investigates the virtuous character of the 
agent, privileging the conditions and modalities of development of moral 
attributes (is it possible, for example, to speak of character formation from 
an existentialist point of view?). 

Moreover, with regard to the most recent developments in ethical 
reflection, it would be of great philosophical and political relevance to 
assess the contribution of existentialism in relation to applied ethics and 
critical ethics, thereby enriching the analysis of ethical dilemmas typical 
of practices and fields of knowledge such as medicine, ecology, law, and 
communication with new theoretical tools, and thematizing the relation-
ship between morality, society, and social justice, including in connection 
with the opportunities and dangers associated with the use of artificial 
intelligence. Climate change, gender identity, artificial intelligence, the 
socio-economic transformations linked to global capitalism, migration, 
the neurosciences: can these issues, even if they are not directly the object 
of existentialist reflection, nonetheless be explored from its perspective? 
Finally, we may ask whether it is possible to pursue the work begun by 
Sartre in Les Racines de l’éthique; in other words: can there be an existen-
tialist metaethics? 

Contributions must be sent no later than June 15th, 2026 to the follow-
ing addresses: russo.maria@hsr.it and rivista@grupporicercasartriana.org. 
All articles will be subjected to double-blind peer review. Notification of 
acceptance or rejection of the article, with any major or minor revisions, 
will be sent by August 31st, 2026. Contributions will then be published 
by the end of the year.

The maximum length of each article, including spaces and notes, is 
50,000 characters.

Contributions in Italian, English, and French are accepted.
Please refer to the editorial guidelines published on the website: 

https://www.grupporicercasartriana.org/norme-editoriali/.
Two files must be submitted:

	- a .doc file in anonymous form containing the unsigned article. The 

https://www.grupporicercasartriana.org/norme-editoriali/
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text must be preceded by an abstract of no more than 300 words 
in English with five keywords; 

	- a second .doc file with the author’s data: first name, last name, 
academic affiliation, title of the article, e-mail address.


